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Boomer an d Carton'M ay Be | t’s early Tuesday morningin the WFAN studio in Soho the day

after the Rangersscraped their way toa 2-0lead over Montreal
intheStanley Cup semifinals.Craig Carton, cladinanIslanders

Opposites on the Air, But Share Many
Passions — Including One for Golf Q./ jersey, is doing his best to goad lifelong Rangers fan Boomer
- ’siason into predicting a Blueshirt sweep. “This one’s over. This

ENRAVIENNENEAUN : 4 one is in the books, You're going to the Stanley Cup finals,
e IOS B NOREVEEVINE p _' Andyou’re four winsaway from WINNING YOUR SECOND CUP

3 P IN TWENTY YEARS, BABY!”




When Carton isn’t baiting, he’s jinxing,
so he shapes a hunk of tinfoil into a mock
Stanley Cup, fills it with water, and pleads
for Esiason to “drink from the Cup!”

“You can do what you want with that,
now that you're on the bandwagon,” says
Esiason in disgust.

Later, a plug for the Yankee Pinstripe
Bowl'scharitygolf tournamentthisatternoon
starts Carton bragging about his golf game.

“You're nota golfer,” says Esiason.

“I golf with you every week!”

“But you're not a golfer!”

“Igooutthereand Ican take everybody’s
money. Did Tnot justwin [some money] at
Due Process [Stable Golf Course|?”

“But youwon it fromanother non-golfer.
He just happened to be a worse non-golfer
than you are. You're an amazing person to
golfwith. Because the firstfour holes, you're
asgood as thereis,and thelast three or four
holes, you're about as good as there is. It’s
theother eleven holes inbetween that make
you just impossible to play with.”

“Whichiswhy [ bring myradio with me,
s0 I can at least listen to music while 'm in
the woods.”

“You should bring a GPS.”

They make an odd couple, the two Jocks,
Super and Shock. It’s definitely an interest-
ing match for Long Island native Esiason,
wha graduated from Fast Islip High School
before attending the University of Mary-
land,where he set seventeen school records.
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Drafted by Cincinnati, heled the Bengals to
an AFC championship in his fifth season,
only to lose to the 49ers in the last minute
of a thrilling Super Bowl. He spent three
years with the Jets, then brief stints in Ari-
zona and backin Cincinnatibefore retiring,
Asan NFLrookie, Esiason didn’tsomuch
embrace golfastakeitup inself-defense. He
had never played before he was drafted, and
athisfirsttraining camp hereal-
ized,“ifTwanted to hang around
with theplayers,I'd better learn
how to play golf —because Cris
Collinsworth, Steve Kreider,
Pat McInally, Turk Schonert,
Kenny Anderson, Anthony

Munoz,all these guys played golf on their day
off. SoThad to learn howto play golf, just to
hang around with the guys”

Boomer got a head start on his broad-
casting career while he was still playing,
earning goodreviewsasa color commenta-
tor for telecasts of the NFL-affiliated Euro-
peanleaguein 1991 and'92. But things were
very different when he went directly from
the field to the booth of ABC’s Monday
Night Football. “Istarted at the top of the
food chain as farassportsbroadcasting,” he
says. “Thatlasted two years, and it was every-
thing that’s wrong with this business — per-
sonal differences, insecurities, it was
wrought with all the dysfunction that this
business harborsin so many different ways.”

Radio provided a safety net. Dial Glob-
al (now Westwood One) wanted him as a
color commentator for the Monday Night
radio broadcast, and Esiason took the job—
one he still holds, fourteen seasons later.

“It was a humbling experience, butlike I
tell kidsall the time: There’sa million reasons
whyyoucan'tdosomethingand there’sonly
one reason why you can, and that’s if it's in
vou, Itwasn't until Itook the radio job that
Irecognized justhow greatand free-flowing
radioisand howmuch funit can beifyou're
working with the right guy”

Partofwhat makes Craig Carton that guy
istwodecadesintheradio drive-timetrench-
es. He grew up in New Rochelle, and right
aftergraduating from Syracuse with a degree

inbroadcast journalism he went to work at
" WGR Radioin Buffalo. Stints
in Cleveland, Philadelphia,and
Denver followed, and though
hehad the top morning showin
the Racky Mountain region, he
resigned to help his wife with
theirfirstchild,agirl. Theydecid-
ed to move back to New York,
where he started at WNEW latein
2000.1n 2002 he teamed with Ray
Rossi as “The Jersey Guys” on
WEKXW, getting consistently high
ratings for five years. Carton’s name isseldom
out of the tabloids for long, whether he’s
airingalive cockfight, breakinga gossipylock-
er room story, offending swaths of ethnic or
cultural minorities with a casual (or well
thought-out) remark, or crossing the Brook-
lyn Bridge dressed in a Speedo as payoff fora
lost wager.

Above: Esiason at Forsgate Country Club.
Left: Carton at summer camp, and in his
high school yearbook photo.
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